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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY prx/iR o'^yn.iR^q 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. Pol /I b U^AJ4bDbi 

I. Basis of the report 

1 With regard to the elements of the International application (Replacement sheets ^Tf^'^^^^^!^^ 
' The reclving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in gj^^eport as or^jnaily filed 
and are not annexed to tliis report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)). 



Description, Pages 

-| .-| 7 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

-| .28 originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

i /4-4/4 as originally filed 

2 With reqard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language S which the intefnational application was filed, unless othenA/ise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fumished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andybr 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
■ international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written fomi. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fomri. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable fomn. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

... □ The statement that the information - recorded in computer readable form is identical to the writter> sequence 
listing has been fumished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since thev have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendment must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 

r&porz» J 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial appllcabilit^f- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement FPiiuauimy, 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-28 



1-28 



1-28 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: US-A-2002079695 



2. The document D1 , considered to represent the closest prior art, discloses 
(paragraphs 21-25; figures 1 , 2, 3a and 3b) a fluid treatment system (reference 2 in the 
figures) and means (reference 3) for feeding the the assembly with fluid to be treated, 
including a support structure (reference 5). The assembly is removably mounted. The 
system comprises connectors for the fluid (reference 21 ) to establish a flow of the fluid 
throught the treatment system. The system is provided with cooperating surfaces 
(reference 32) in treatment assembly and support to immobilize the treatment assembly 
when mounted. The treatment assembly has to be removed by sliding and tilting. 

The difference between the subject-matter of claim 1 and the device described in D1 is 
that the cooperating surfaces in the latter mentioned device only immobilize the 
treatment assembly in the support. A further (vertical) movement and securing means 
are required for immobilizing the connectors of assembly and fluid feeding system. The 
fluid treatment assembly in the device of D1 cannot be released by a movement limited 
to tilting. Thus, the subject-matter of claim 1 is new (Article 33(1 )(2) PCT). 

Similar reasoning applies, mutatis mutandi, to the independent claims 16 and 21 . 

3. The device described in D1 requires only one support, and not as in D1 two elements 
to immobilize the fluid treatment cartridge. Both, installation and release of the cartridge 
is simple because only a tilting movement is required. Thus, the subject-matter of claim 
1 involves an inventive step (Article.33(1)(3) PCT). 

Similar reasoning applies to the independent claims 16 and 23. 



4. Dependent claims 2-15, 17-20 and 22-28 add further features features to the 
independent claims 1,16 and 21 , and refer therefore to new and inventive subject- 
matter (Article 33(1)(2)(3) PCT). 
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5. The subject-matter of clainns 1 , 16 and 21 does not nneet the requirements of Article 
6 PCT with respect to clarity. Those claims attempt to define the invention by a result to 
be achieved, considering the statements "...allow the treatment assembly to be 
released by applying to it an action limited to tilting..." in claim 1, "...and arranged 
so.. .and also to be released by exerting thereon an action limited to tilting..." in claim 16 
and "...confonned and adapted.. ..and to release the treatment assembly by exerting 
thereon an action limited to tilting..." in claim 21 . The definition of the means required 
for achieving such an effect is an essential feature of the Invention not present in claim 
1 , rendering the claim unclear 
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